Source of material
Tellurium tetrachloride and benzyltriethylammonium chloride, in dichlormethane, were mixed in a 1:2 molar ratio, yielding a yellow precipitate. After filtration, the yellow filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature to dryness. Crystals were obtained by slow evaporation from CH2CI2. iii (2.92 A, 141.4°). C13 which does not make any short contact has the medium Te-CI distance (2.5404(6) A). So that, whether or not these short contacts are hydrogen bonds is difficult to ascertain because, as pointed out by Cotton et al. [1] , "the field is getting muddier and muddier as the definition of a hydrogen bond is relaxed". In any case, the Cl-H distances are shorter than the sum of the van der Waals radii of H and CI (3.0 A [2] ). The [TeCU] 2-bond angles are near 90° ranging from 88.09(2)° to 91.91(2)°. The same trend in Te-CI bond lengths has been found for the phenyltrimethylammonium salt [3] , where the longest and the shortest distances correspond to chlorine atoms involved in three short Cl-H contacts and the medium corresponds to the one CI atom involved only in one such contact. 
Discussion

